Saturday, January 11, 2003
Genesis 11:-12:9

Today’s reading begins at the Tower of Babel. The question might be posed, “Why did God stop these people from reaching their goals?” Why stop the building project? The phrases, “let us build for ourselves” and “we may make a name for ourselves” helps answer the question. Not only did the builders fail to seek God’s help in their project, He seems to have been out of their thoughts entirely. It appears that man’s unity merely encouraged people to rely more upon themselves and less upon God. Perhaps God confused their languages not to stop something good, but to stop them from pursuing a path into rebellion against Him. 

 Abraham (Abram) enters our reading today and he will remain with us for over a week. We will see him become a wealthy and powerful man, the father of a nation, a great patriarch of the Old Testament, a man chosen by God and used mightily by God, and at times one of the dumbest guys you’ll ever meet (so he is also a great encouragement for us all).

Abram began life in pagan Ur. He was not an ignorant shepherd looking for a better life when God called him. Ur was a city where two-story villas had center courtyards complete with fountains. In Abram’s area of the world trade flourished with foreign offices, trade boards, palaces, temples, and a “news service” via fire signals that sent the latest information 300 miles in only a few hours. (This was around 2,000 B.C.) Abram left “the good life” to follow a new God to an unknown place.  He was embarking on a life of faith.


God’s great promise to Abram and his descendants is the base for the rest of the Old Testament relationship between God and His people. We will see that Abram’s descendants delighted in most of the blessings listed, but did not seem to understand the last, “and all the peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”  

